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Alec Cumming | Agonda | oil on canvas | 68 x 152 cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | At The Table | oil on canvas | 100  x 100 cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Cross My Heart | oil on canvas | 100 x 100 cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Dance Around | oil on canvas | 198.5 x168 cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Jump Up, Dancing Forms | oil on canvas | 198 x 168 cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Jumping Out Of The Blue | oil on canvas |  132.5 x 122 cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Leaping Out | oil on canvas | 132 x 122 cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Laid Out At The Shrine | oil on canvas | 91.5 x 107 cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | New Home, New Forms | oil on canvas | 132 x 122 cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Out From The Edge | oil on canvas | 100 x 120 cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Out Of The Blue | oil on canvas | 91 x 106 cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Playing Out | oil on canvas | 198 x 168 cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Round & Round, Here & There | oil on canvas | 122 x 122 cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Splash! | oil on canvas | 70 x 69.5  cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Through Unknown Spaces | oil on canvas | 100 x 100  cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Untitled (1) | oil on canvas | 40 x 40  cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Untitled (2) | oil on canvas | 40 x 40  cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Untitled (3) | oil on canvas | 50 x 49.5  cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Big Snapper | oil on canvas | 50 x 49.5  cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Untitled (4) | oil on canvas | 50 x 49.5  cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Swing Kicks | oil on paper | 91 x 138  cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Play Time | oil on paper | 92 x 66  cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Knots Of Knot | oil on paper | 91 x 66  cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Hallaballoo | oil on paper | 91 x 69  cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Show Time | oil on paper | 91 x 65  cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Overtime & Under The Bridge | oil on paper | 64 x 91  cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | At The Shore | oil on paper | 67 x 64  cm | 2015 



Alec Cumming | Bounce Out & In | oil on paper | 60 x 66  cm | 2015 
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There is something very pleasing about Alec Cumming’s paintings, something        
beguiling that draws you in but is hard to pin-point. Alec’s paintings are always        
exuberant and full of a joie de virve that is exactly as it should be for a young man 
still in his twenties, who lives life to the full and paints with the same passion. Maybe 
it is this youthful energy that skips around the canvas and makes  the viewer feel 
alive and wanting to engage for that bit longer. 
 
A recent encounter with one of Alec’s long standing supporters therefore came as 
quite a surprise. On viewing his most current paintings he stood back, looked, 
paused and stated ‘the boy is growing up’. Nothing so surprising here you may think 
and   normally a comment I would simply acknowledge and not ponder on had it not 
been the third time that day that I had heard the same thing. Earlier another client 
had  commented ‘he’s maturing’.  
 
What is it about the new body of work that is prompting these sentiments from those 
who have watched Alec’s work for the past five years. Perhaps it is a natural cycle 
that is coming from a self-questioning and understanding of his own work together 
with the maturity Alec has had to develop, as he has travelled and experienced the 
extremities of living; moving swiftly between the centre of Delhi, one of the worlds 
largest metropolis, to his studio in Norwich. 
 
Those who vigorously engaged with his recent studio sale saw examples of Alec’s 
earlier work in context with his most recent pieces. In 2010 Alec’s work was all 
about shape, form, colour and space and these various combinations were almost 
placed on the paper and canvas; over time they became lighter and started to top-
ple and move more but they populated the space with ease and the viewer was not 
asked to work too hard but to simply enjoy. 
 
The move to Delhi saw Alec’s palette explode and he experimented with every 
shade of pink, terracotta and the spectrum of colour that was assaulting his visual 
reference points every day. The mass, movement, huge crowds, cows, dogs, things 
that were vivid and moved; busses, tut-tuts, cows and people rushed across his vis-
ual networks and remained etched in his memory to be spewed onto the canvas at 
a later date. Is it any wonder that his painting when he was living in the centre of 
Delhi became a  frenetic representation of this chaos.   
 



 
Unlike most travellers (who are unable to unravel India) Alec managed beautifully 
and though his paintings were full and bursting with life and a riot of colour, they 
were impressively composed and controlled whilst retaining energy and playful-
ness. As the viewer we had to work harder as the reference points  Alec offered us 
were varied to the point of excess with suggestions of  people and living things that 
he nodded to but did not made exact.  
 
One thing that has become apparent over the years of working with Alec and that is 
that nothing spurs him on to push his practice and see just how far he can go than 
the prospect of a new exhibition. Alec’s forthcoming solo show at the Atkinson Gal-
lery in Somerset appears to have prompted a new enquiry into medium and size. 
Oil paintings on paper the size of his largest canvas now adorn the walls of his stu-
dio along with the beginnings of a series of over-large oils on canvas that are at the 
start of their journey. But it would appear that this journey is unlike the last although 
it harks back to previous sojourns. After the roller coaster ride of the past few years, 
having been back in Norwich for over a year it is possible that Alec has for the first 
time in a long time been able to sit back and take stock. Perhaps it is the everyday 
encounter with some of his earlier works that sit in his Norwich studio that have 
prompted him to revisit forms, shapes and space from his earlier family of images 
or that he simply could not not fit anymore on the canvas. Whatever the reason the 
result is impressive and the results can only be described as a maturity of            
understanding, particularly of how the space in his paintings can work more         
delightfully with the energy that is still evident in his still teasing and now even more 
alien like forms.  
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Biography 
 
 
Born in the UK, the painter Alec Cumming works between studios in the UK and India. He graduated from 
Norwich University Of The Arts in 2007 and was a Founder of the artist-led spaces STEW studios and  
galleries in Norwich. Since 2009 the artist has been represented by Art 1821 and has exhibited at private 
galleries and public institutions throughout the UK and abroad. 
 
He has had a number of major solo shows in the UK and has exhibited at every edition of the India Art 
Fair since 2009. Alec is the youngest artist to have a solo exhibition with the British Council at the Queens 
Gallery in New Delhi. At the India Art Fair 2015 he was selected as 'the one to watch' by the art critics 
alongside G R Iranna and Francesco Clemente. 
 
The artist has work held in private and corporate collections in, Australia, Egypt, France, Hong Kong,    
India, Israel, United Kingdom and the United States. 
 
 
 
 
Select Exhibitions: 
 
 
Solo Shows 
 
December 2014, 'To Wander, To Lust', The Gallery, at Norwich University of the Arts, Norwich, Norfolk, 
UK 
 
July 2013, 'Earthly Epics, Paradise Spice', Art 1821, Norwich, Norfolk, UK 
 
September 2012, 'To Wander, To Lust', The Queens Gallery, British Council, New Delhi, India 
 
September 2011, 'A Language Of Its Own', Alan Wheatley Art, 22 Masons Yard, Duke Street, St James, 
London 
 
June 2010, 'Forms That Flow', Alan Wheatley Art, 22 Masons Yard, Duke Street St Jame's, London 
 
Group Exhibitions 
 
January 2015, India Art Fair 7th Edition, Delhi, India 
 
February 2014, India Art Fair 6th Edition, Delhi, India 
 
December 2013, Mumbai Art Festival, Art and Aesthetic, Mumbai, India 
 
September 2013, 'The Deck Of Cards', Art 1821, Norwich, UK  
 
September 2013, 'The Black Frame Project: Your Singapore', Indigo Blue Art, Singapore 
 
August 2013, 'Time Will Tell - Forms and Expressions Of Young Contemporaries', Art and Aesthetic, Lado 
Sarai, New Delhi, India 
 
November 2012, Mumbai Art Festival, Art and Aesthetic, Mumbai, India 
 
Febuary 2012, 'West:East, Exhibition with Mathew Lanyon', Art 18/21, Norwich 
January 2011, India Art Summit 2011, New Delhi, India  
 
October 2010, 'The Touch of Paint', Maggi Hambling, Tory Lawrence, Chris Newson, Alec Cumming', Art 
1821 Gallery, Norwich 


